The IALP Website
The address of the new IALP website is www.ialp.info. Here you will find general information about the Association, its board, committees, bylaws and regulations. You will find information on how to become a member and you can read about the IALP congresses and the scientific journal of IALP, Folia Phoniatrica et Logopedica.
The Standing Committees of IALP
According to the Bylaws, the IALP Board can appoint standing committees with up to 12 members for a renewable term of 3 years. Some of the committees have been active for many years and some of them were appointed only recently. Apart from the below committees, there are also a History Committee and an Organisation Committee responsible for documenting IALP activities and initiation and supervision of Bylaws and Regulations of the Association. The Applied Audiology Committee of IALP was active for many years but is at present dormant.
The current committees and their chairpersons are listed below. Each committee will be presented by its chair in the 'IALP News' (see Committee Reports). If you have questions or suggestions about the activities of the committees please contact the committee chair in question. Members of the Education Committee also worked with the Child Language Committee and collaboratively developed an issue of Folia Phoniatrica et Logopedica (2002) in which descriptions of the various educational programs from all the world were described.
Committees and Committee Chairs 2001-2004
Members and consultants of the Education Committee met in Atlanta, Ga., USA in November of 2002 during the annual convention of the American Speech Language and Hearing Association to discuss further action plans for the committee. It was decided that a web-based linkage will be established through the IALP website in order to share information about the various education/training programs, their curriculum, population served and standards.
It was further decided that the task of data collection be done regionally and that information will be updated periodically to reflect progress and development. Regions were defined into the following: AsiaPacific, Europe, Africa, North, Central and South America and Australia. Existing information will be sent to IALP for overall organization and dissemination. The process of data collection will be an ongoing process.
It was further discussed that the Education Committee would be working with the Working Group on Underserved Populations of IALP to develop strategies and plans for collaboration and team work.
It was further decided that the Education Committee will request for a session to provide information about education/training programs in the world in the forthcoming 2004 IALP Congress in Brisbane, Australia.
Respectfully submitted Lilly Cheng, Chair (USA) lcheng@mail.sdsu.edu
Fluency Committee
Members Herman Peters, Chair h.peters@kno.umcn.nl
Affiliated Societies
There are at present almost 60 national societies of speech pathology/therapy/audiology/logopedics and phoniatrics that are affiliated with the IALP. About 125,000 people who are members of these societies are therefore also members of IALP via their national membership (for individual membership of IALP, please see the website). Under this heading the affiliated societies will present themselves and the very first one to do so is Speech Pathology Australia, one of the hosts of the IALP congress in Brisbane next year.
Speech Pathology Australia
Established over 50 years ago, Speech Pathology Australia, with over 3,200 members, is the national professional association for speech pathologists in Australia. Australian speech pathologists are educated at eight universities offering entry-level courses. Until recently, all entry-level courses were Bachelors degrees in line with most professional qualifications in Australia. Now there are three universities offering entry-level courses at both a Masters and Bachelors level and one university offering only a Masters course.
The Association's activities are organised from a small head office in Melbourne. There are 9 staff in the national office -3 full-time and 6 part-time, and some part-time staff in different locations around Australia.
While operating as a national legal entity, the Association also operates branches at a more local level. Given Australia's geography these branches, which operate in each of Australia's eight States and Territories, have to cover a vast geographic area.
Although some short-term projects are undertaken by paid Project Officers, most activities are undertaken by members who volunteer to perform specific tasks for the Association. The members of the national Council (Board of Directors) and the organising committees at a local branch level are also volunteers. With the assistance of its volunteers, the Association undertakes many diverse activities.
The Association produces a variety of regular publications for its members -a monthly newsletter (Speak Out) of approximately 20 pages, a clinical journal (ACQ) 3 times a year and an academic journal (Advances in Speech Language Pathology) twice a year.
The Association also produces 'fact sheets' for the public which assist in understanding the work of speech pathologists, and cover normal language development in children and similar topics. Position papers are also produced on professional issues.
Most branches organise a comprehensive program of continuing professional education. In some branches events are held nearly every month. Most activities are in a seminar or workshop format with participants travelling to a central venue. However, given the great distances involved, some activities are 'video teleconferences'. These involve participants independently watching a videotape made by the presenter, and then participating in a telephone hookup (which may involve 10 or more sites) to discuss the topic with the presenter.
IALP News
Each year the Association organises a 'Speech Pathology Week'. During this week a variety of activities aimed at raising the profile of speech pathologists and educating the public about the scope of speech pathology are organised. Over recent years a special day has been set aside as 'dysphagia day' to educate the community about swallowing difficulties. We have also organised a 'sponsored silence' where speech pathologists raise money for charity by remaining silent! This has been a great success and has raised thousands of dollars over the past few years.
Speech Pathology Australia supports research by providing grants, writes submissions to government and liaises with other professional associations. The Association is the accredited body for assessing the qualifications of speech pathologists who have studied overseas and who wish to have their qualifications recognised in Australia -often for purposes of migration.
The Association organises an annual national conference which is hosted by a different local branch each year. In 2002 the conference was held in Alice Springs -the 'red centre' -and some attendees were lucky enough to holiday in the area as well as attend the conference. In 2003 the conference will be in Hobart, some 2000 km from Alice Springs! And in 2004 we are looking forward to welcoming our international colleagues to Australia when they attend the IALP Congress in Brisbane.
Rina Harber Chief Executive Officer Speech Pathology Australia
